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EX—Al&e Says RFK Si@pned
CM Maha Plot on Castro

By Rxchard \I Wemtraub
. Washiogton Post Staft Writer

The late Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy told an aide in 1987 that
he had blocked a plan by the
Central Intelligence - Agency|e

-to use the Mafia in an assas-
sination plot against Cuban
Premier Fidel Castro.: - :
"Peter B. Edelman, an aide!;
to Kennedy both in.the Jus-
tice’ Department when Ken
nedy was Attorney General
and when he was a senator,
said in a telephone-interview
Iast night that.Kennedy had

+said “I stopped-it” when he

- saw a reference to the plot

in a column by Jack Anderson.

“Edelman, now a vice presi-
dent of _the University of
Massachusetts, said Kennedy
had been incensed by the col-
umn, which had said that Ken-
nedy felt some guilt about
bearing some responsibility in
John F. Kennedy's death by
being -associated in a plot
against Castra.

“l remember him ‘saying
that there had been some kind
of a contact between someone
associated with the CIA and
the Mafia in some way to ar-
range for  Premier- Castro's
demise,” Edelman said.

“He had found out about it J

in- some way and stopped it,”
he said.

The New York Times sald
ina story in today’s editions:

that another former aide to

Kennedy, Adam Walinsky,
also had confirmed the CIA-
Mafia connection. -

“He told us that he had
discovered that the CIA had
made a contract with the
Mafia to hit. Castro,” the
Ttmes quoted Walinsky as
saying. Walinsky now is a
lawyer in New York.

.Last week a reliable source
told The Washington Post that
the agency feared current in-
vestigations of CIA activities!
would pursue alleged agency

 forward by people who were
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lnvolvement in three assas-
sination plots, one of which
reportedly was aimed at
Castro.-

- The aﬂency has acknowl
edged privately that in two
episodes — Cuba ,and the
Dominican Republic — at-
tempts may have been carried

in close contact thh CIA of-
ficers. .

But the agency requed ta
comment on the report last
week., Last Wednesday; aj
former associate of President
Johnson said that Johnson
“pbelieved there was an at-
tempt to knock off Castro, but
he never proved it to me.”

A former 2aide to Johnson.
Leo Jaros, writing in a 1973
Atlantic magazine article,
said Johnson once declared]
after he took office late in
1963 that he discovered “wa
had been operating a damned
Murder Inc. in the Caribbean.”

Former Costa Rican Presi:;
dent Jose Figueres said -in an|
interview for Mexican televi-
sion yesterday that he aided
the CIA in an attempt to over-

Tru,ullo " Figueres said during
an interview at his home in
San Jose. He refused, however,
to elaborate when asked if he
had anything to do thh the
assassination.

Trujillo ruled the Domlmcan
Republic for 31 years before
he was assassinated in 1861.. .,

9&0&54@1599y i

shent F

CASTRS Frbel

CrA .01 ssAss
Trojills, RaFm(
Gt Y De ot ;Q:i
F/'ﬂug42e5j

Cird &/ Cosr‘)q/?fcﬁ

Jo [/ SN, Lywidew

throw Leonidas Trujilla, dicta-
tor of the Dominican Republic. !

“I collaborated with the CIAI
when we were trying to topple,
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